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to be said in his behalf. In a democratic country
the relations between soldiers and statesmen must
always be delicate, and it may fairly be argued that
they were less strained in Britain than in either
France or Italy. The War Cabinet had not inter-
fered with Haig as Jefferson Davis interfered with
Lee before Fredericksburg, or as Lincoln, with more
reason, interfered with every Northern general save
Grant.

On the particular matters discussed in February
1918 the Prime Minister was in the wrong : wrong
as to the Versailles machinery and the introduction
of a dual authority; wrong in his anticipation of
Germany's plans ; wrong in his treatment of the
British army in France and in the impossible task
which he laid upon Haig. But for one of ids tempera-
ment there were excuses to be made. He saw the
danger of disunion and proposed a remedy ; it was
a bad one, but the soldiers contented themselves
with criticizing. If on 1st February Robertson and
Haig had demanded a generalissimo, being convinced
that such was the right solution, and had proposed
Foch, they would probably have carried their point,
in spite of the Prime llmister's declaration of the
preceding November. He might fairly have com-
plained that he did not get sufficient help from his
military advisers in the solution of his problems, and
he turned naturally to the fertile, if occasionally
fantastic, mind of Sir Henry Wilson. The Prime
Minister, again, was flagrantly unjust to the Somme
achievement, but he was right in his instinct that
the day was past for hammer tactics and in his
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